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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE

LARRY A. OLSON
DBPUT\' SSClUiTAilY POR

INFORMATION TECHI'lOLOGY
July 18, 1997

RECEfVED

ROOM 2lI9 F1NANCIi BUILDING
HARRISBURG. fA )7120

T:El: 717.7K7-S440
FAX,717-187·4$23

William F. Canton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, 8'" Floor
Washington, DC 20554

JUL 21 1997

rLtr:,,!;~:. CI);l!f,IUMUJlTli}l'!S COMMIS$,ON
ornei:' n:~ ';,Gi; 'i JW

Re: Southwestern Bell, Pacific Bell, and Nevada Bell Joint Petition for Sray, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Sir:

I am aware that the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Puq has filed a letter dated July 17, 1997,
as fonnal comment regardins the above Petition. I am writing as the Chief Information Officer for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and I would like to offer some additional comments in support of our
PUC.

The Administration of Governor Tom Ridge has worked very aggressively to place Pennsylvania in a
leadership position to meet the challenges of the 21 st century. Governor Ridge's education technology
initiative, Link. to Learn, is a key component of the strategy to help Pennsylvania's children receive better
education, better health care, and to be better prepared to compete in the global economy. This is a three
year, $127 million investment in the future of Pennsylvania; Link to Learn seeks to have a Pennsylvania
Education Network serve as an "anchor tenant" for attracting the investments needed to improve om state's
public telecommunications network. infrastrUcture.

Governor Ridge has also, for the first time, fOlied an effective working relationship with our PUC on
important matters that do not conflict with their regulatory role. My office bas worked closely with the
PUC and the Pennsylvania Department of Education, coordinating programs to leverage the scarce
resources we have to achieve the maximum benefit for our citizens. A delay in the stan of the Universal
Service program for schools and libraries could create considerable confusion in the strategic planing for
our state.

Sincerely,

cc: Sheryl Todd. FCC
Office ofGeneral Counsel. FCC
Chllinnan Reed Hundt. FCC
Commission~ Rac:helle Chong. FCC
Commissioner SUS&II Ness, FCC
Commissioner James Quello. fCC

Hononlble Thomas G, Paese. 5ecrcwy ofAdministration
Honorable Eugene W. Hickok, SCCRtaIy oCEducation
Chairman John M. Quain. Pennsylvania Public Utility CommiliSion
Vice Chairman Robert K.. Bloom, PennsylVllllia Public UtilityCo~ion
CommislionCT Nora Mend Brownell. Pennsyl';ania Public Utility Commission
Commissioner John Hanger, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Commission~r David W. Rolka. PennsylVllllia Public Utility Commission
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Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street I N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear F,C.C. Secretary

JUL 2 1 1997

Re: SBC Communications, Inc. Request to Stay Implementation of
Telecommunications Discounts for Libraries

I am writing to ask that the F.C.C. not grant the request filed by the SBC Communications, Inc.
Company to stay the implementation of telecommunications discounts for libraries.

The Free Library ofPhiladelphia is a 53 branch system, serving 1.5 million city residents, We are
also a major resource for the Delaware Valley region. We are in the process ofinstalling expanded
access to the Internet in all OUT branches, at a cost of several million dollars ofpublic and private
momes.

It makes sense for libraries to provide this kind ofaccess for the public, especially in Philadelphia,
where so many residents cannot otherwise have easy and affordable access to the vast resources now
available through the Internet. The teleconununications costs, however, are expensive for us, and if
we continue to expand in all our branches, it will soon be prohibitive. The public's interest can be
best served in this arena by recognizing that these costs must be affordable for public institutions
such as libraries.

We support every effort to make this access more affordable. The discounted telecommunications
rates for libraries is tremendously important for all public libraries if they are to continue to play their
historic role of leveling the playing field for all seekers of information, education and inspiration. I
urge that you "stay the course" on discounted rates for public libraries.

Sincerely,
t~.~> (, . ~.c·' ",

.' ." Y":.'/ ,';" ) -".~-.. , I' "v ,..((_ ._ .(",.U) - ..... _ c,,;.1t,.1
Elliot L. Shelkrot
President and Director

copy: Nora Brownell, Commissioner - Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
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